CORPORAL HENRY THOMAS STEWART DABB

38th Battalion, A.LF.

H ENRY THOMAS STEWART DABB was born at Maldon,
Victoria, on 13th September, 1896, the son of Mr. Henry
H. and Mrs. Lottie C. Dabb. He was educated at the State
School, Maldon, and entered the Bank’s service at Kyneton on
19th November, 1913.

Henry Dabb enlisted on 29th September, 1916, and sailed
from Australia in the following month, as a member of the 38th
Battalion. He saw service in France until December, 1918,
and was in action at the Battles of Messines, Ypres and Somme,
being wounded on 28th May, 1917. He was promoted to
corporal in February, 1918.
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CORPORAL REUBEN GODFREY DARLING

39th Reinforcements of 3rd Battalion, A.LF.

REUBEN GODFREY DARLING was born at Sheep Hills,
Victoria, on 22nd August, 1894, the son of Mr. Edwin and
Mrs. Minnie Jane Darling. He was educated at the State School,
Sheep Hills.

He entered the Bank’s service at Warracknabeal, Victoria,
on 10th January, 1912, and was transferred to Ballarat as ledger-
keeper in January, 1915.

Reuben Darling enlisted on 10th July, 1916, and went to
France with the 8th Reinforcements of the 20th Battalion, and
was transferred to the 39th Reinforcements of the 3rd Battalion.
He won promotion to corporal and took part in the Battle of
Passchendaele Ridge, where he was killed in action on 4th
October, 1917. He was signalling from the protection of a shell-
hole, where he had taken refuge with a comrade, when an enemy
shell exploded alongside them and killed both instantly. His
commanding officer wrote describing him as one of his very best
men and a fine example to the rest of the company.
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CORPORAL EDRIC ATHOL DAWSON
17th Battalion, A.LF.

EDRIC ATHOL DAWSON was born at Forbes, New South
Wales, on 12th December, 1890. His parents were Mr.
Reginald Weston Dawson (of the Commercial Bank, Braid-
wood) and Mrs. Margaret Dawson, and he was educated at the
Forbes and Braidwood Public Schools.

He entered the Bank of New South Wales' service at Henty.
New South Wales, on 27th November, 1908; was transferred in
October, 1909, to Goulburn; in January, 1911, to Temora; in
April, 1912, to Taralga, as assistant; in November, 1913, to Bur-
wood, as ledger-keeper; and in July, 1914, to Bathurst Street,
Sydney.

Edric Dawson enlisted on 12th May, 1915, in the 17th
Battalion, A.LF. He took part in the Gallipoli Campaign, and
afterwards fought in France from 1916 until August, 1918.
He was in the Battle of Pozieres and several other engagements,
until the last great Allied offensive in August, 1918, when on
10th August he was hit by a shell at Framerville and died soon
afterwards.
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LIEUTENANT HAROLD HERBERT DEAN
13th Brigade, AF.A.

I_IAROLD HERBERT DEAN was born on 17th December,
1891, at Young, New South Wales, the son of Mr. Thomas
and Mrs. Elizabeth Dean. He was educated at the Public School,
Young. He entered the service of the Bank on 20th October,
1909, at Bathurst, New South Wales; was transferred the follow-
ing February to the Haymarket Branch, Sydney; in August,
1910, to Newtown; and June, 1911, to Ryde, where he was
appointed ledger-keeper. In December, 1912, he was removed
to Edgecliffe; thence to Uralla, New South Wales, in January,
1914, and to Singleton in the following August.

Harold Dean enlisted on 4th July, 1915, and left Australia
with the 13th Brigade, Australian Field Artillery. He served in
Egypt until June, 1916, and thenceforward in France until 22nd
October, 1918. He was promoted to sergeant in April, 1916,
and to lieutenant on 7th March, 1918, with the 113th Battery.

97



SERGEANT EDWARD DEWHIRST

2nd South Canterbury Regiment, N.Z.E.F.

EDWARD DEWHIRST was born on 22nd May, 1891, at
Newcastle-on-Tyne, England, the son of Mr. George
Francis and Mrs. Eliza Emma Dewhirst. He was educated at
the Village School, Egmont, and at the Stratford High School,
Taranaki, New Zealand.

He joined the Bank’s service at Stratford on 29th May,
1908, and was transferred in November, 1911, to Hawera, as
ledger-keeper; in July, 1912, to Wellington; and in November,
1913, to Timaru, as teller.

Edward Dewhirst enlisted on 17th August, 1914, as a
private in 2nd South Canterbury Regiment and left for Egypt.
Subsequently he was promoted to sergeant. He was in the
opening of the Gallipoli Campaign, and in action until 8th May,
1915, when he was killed instantly by a Turkish bullet at Sari
Bair.
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SECOND-LIEUTENANT GEORGE ROY McGREGOR DEY
10th Battalion, A.LF.

EORGE ROY McGREGOR DEY was born at Winni-
ninnie Station, North-east South Australia, on 8th January,
1891, the son of Mr. A. McGregor Dey and Mrs. H. E. Dey. He
was educated at Largs Bay School, and St. Peter’'s College, Ade-
laide.

Joining the Bank’s staff at Adelaide on 20th July, 1910,
George Dey was sent to Kapunda in April, 1913, as assistant,
and remained there until he enlisted on 15th June, 1915.

While at Mitcham Camp he passed the examination for
sergeant in August, and qualified for a commission in October,
being appointed second-lieutenant on 15th December, 1915. He
was instructor in musketry during the early part of 1916, and left
Australia with the 15th Reinforcements of the 10th Battalion,
A.LF., in March, 1916.

George Dey spent six weeks in Egypt and then went to
France. He was engaged in the Battle of Pozieres and in the
attack on Mouquet Farm in August. During the latter battle,
although Lieutenant Dey had not been well, and was advised by
the medical officer not to go out, he insisted on taking his place
and went over the top with his men, falling riddled by bullets a
few yards from the trenches. His body was never recovered,
and it is believed that he had been placed in a shell-hole and
'Lrﬁiaetded by the A.M.C., but while there was struck by a bomb and

illed.
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LIEUTENANT JOHN HARTNELL DOWNTON

1st Field Company Engineers and 1st Infantry Battalion, A.LF.

OHN HARTNELL DOWNTON was born at Eden, N.S.W.,

on 6th December, 1893, the son of Mr. Carey Downton and

Mrs. Jane Ann Downton. He went to school at Eden, and to
the State Schools in Canterbury and Williamstown, Victoria.

He joined the Bank's staff at Eden on 18th July, 1910,
and was afterwards at the Crookwell Branch. Thence he was
transferred to the Head Office, and served with the Southern
and Western Inspectors.

Hartnell Downton enlisted in the A.LF. on 5th August, 1914,
and sailed from Australia in October. He served in Egypt,
Gallipoli, Sinai and France, and was wounded during one of the
Somme battles in August, 1918. After three months in hospital
he returned to Australia in 1919. He was at first a sapper in
the First Field Company of Engineers; promoted to lance-
corporal in September, 1914; corporal on 5th April, 1915; ser-
geant on 10th June, 1915; orderly-room sergeant in the following
August, and staff-sergeant on 24th November, 1916. Hartnell
Downton won his commission in August, 1917, being appointed
second-lieutenant in the Ist Infantry Battalion, and he was
promoted to lieutenant on 24th February, 1918.
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SERGEANT NORMAN VAUGHAN JOSEPH DOWNEY

41st Battery, Australian Field Artillery

N ORMAN VAUGHAN JOSEPH DOWNEY was born on 1st
February, 1892, at Waverley, near Sydney, the son of the
late Mr. L. G. Downey and Mrs. H. A. Downey. He was edu-
cated at the Christian Brothers College, Gympie, Queensland.
Joining the Bank's service at Gympie on 21st January,
1909, he was transferred to Goondiwindi in August, 1911, and
t]c‘u; ]]35undaberg in July, 1912, and was promoted to teller in March,
Norman Downey enlisted on 29th January, 1916, and was
allotted to the 41st Battery, |1th Brigade of the Australian Field
Artillery. He was promoted to sergeant on 26th July, 1919.
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CORPORAL EBEN DONOVAN DRAPER

18th Battalion, A.LF.

BEN DONOVAN DRAPER, the son of Mr. Eben Carter

Draper and Mrs. Emily Jane Draper, was born on 22nd
June, 1889, at Allandale, New South Wales, and was educated
at the Maitland High School.

He joined the staff of the Bank at Warialda on 30th July,
1907, and in the following month was transferred to Tamworth.
In September, 1909, he was sent to Quirindi; in January, 1911,
to the Bathurst Street (Sydney) Branch; in the following April,
to Yerranderie, as assistant; in March, 1912, to Head Office;
thence to Mosman in July, 1912; and to Rockdale in June, 1914.

He enlisted on 11th May, 1915, as a private in the 18th
Battalion, A.LF., and was promoted to corporal. Eben Draper
served in Egypt, Gallipoli and France, taking part in the Battles
of Pozieres, the Somme, and Bullecourt, amongst other engage-
ments, up to the end of the war, and escaped both wounds and
sickness. He received his discharge in September, 1919.
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LIEUTENANT JOHN EDWARD PURVIS DRUITT

25th Battalion, A.LF.
JOHN EDWARD PURVIS DRUITT, son of Mr. and Mrs. A.

J. Druitt, was born at Port Macquarie, New South Wales
6th February, 1895. He was educated at the Superior Pt.;b(l)il;
School, Port Macquarie, and the District School at Kempsey, and
entered the Bank’s service on 9th January, 1912, at Bellingen.
His subsequent transfers were to Maitland in December, 1912;
Mullumbimby in January, 1913; and Casino in April, 1914.

He enlisted on 27th February, 1915, and embarked as
sergeant, landing at Gallipoli on 12th September, 1915. After
three months’ service, however, he contracted severe enteric
fever, and was invalided home to Australia, being finally de-
clared unfit for further service. In the meantime he had received
his promotion to the rank of lieutenant.
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WARRANT-OFFICER HARALD LESLIE DUCKWORTH

34th Battalion, attached to 9th Brigade H.Q., A.LF.

HARALD LESLIE DUCKWORTH was born in Sydney,

New South Wales, on 23rd August, 1889, the son of Mr.
Arthur and Mrs. Matilda Duckworth. He was educated at the
Woollahra Grammar School under Mr. Andrew Gardiner, M. A.

Harald Duckworth entered the Bank's service at the Head"

Office on 6th February, 1908; was transferred on 16th December,
1911, to Pitt Street Branch, as ledger-keeper, and left there to
enlist in the A.LF. in March, 1916. He joined the 34th
Battalion, 3rd Division, as a private and won promotion to
warrant-officer; his service extending to three years and eight
months. With three others he received the congratulations of
General Birdwood on his courage and devotion to duty in saving
stores from the town of Hazebrouck while under bombardment.
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STAFF-SERGEANT CHARLES EDWARD DUN

108th Howitzer Battery, A.LF.

CHARLES EDWARD DUN was born on 10th November,

1895, at Whitton, New South Wales, the son of Mr. Francis
Boyce Dun and Mrs. Hanorah Dun, of Ganmain, New South
Wales. He was educated at St. Joseph's College, Sydney;
entered the Bank’s service on 27th November, 1913, at Coola-
mon, New South Wales, and was transferred to Tumut in
November, 1914.

Charles Edward Dun enlisted on 1st November, 1916, and
was appointed to the 108th Howitzer Battery of the 8th Field
Artillery Brigade, 3rd Division, A.LF. He was promoted to the
rank of staff-sergeant.
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CAPTAIN WALTER JOHN CLARE DUNCAN,
D.S.0. and Bar, M.C.

33rd Battalion, A.LF.

WALTER JOHN CLARE DUNCAN was born at Inverell,

New South Wales, on 27th January, 1894, and was edu-
cated at the Inverell Grammar School.  His parents are Mr.
Walter Sydney Duncan and Mrs. Margaret Mclntyre Duncan.
His grandfather was General John Duncan; one of his uncles
is Brig.-General Duncan (for a time Chief of Staff of the A.LF.
in Egypt) ; and another is Major Harry Duncan.

Walter Duncan joined the Bank at Barraba, New South
Wales, on 23rd September, 1910; was transferred to Narrabri in
April, 1911; to Coonabarabran, as teller, in July, 1915. In
January, 1916, he was removed to the Head Office, and in the
same month sent to Gunnedah as teller.

Meanwhile, two days after the war began, Walter Duncan
had offered himself for enlistment, but was rejected as medically
unfit.  In October he received a commission in the Common-
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wealth Military Forces, and in March, 1916, he was accepted for
servlizge abroad and appointed lieutenant in the 33rd Battalion,
A.LF.

On 2lst November, 1916, Lieutenant Walter Duncan
landed in France with his battalion and was frequently in action.
At the Battle of Messines Ridge, in June, 1917, he led the assault
with great courage and dash, and himself killed three of the
enemy. When the new line was consolidated he held his
position for eighty hours without relief until severely wounded.
By his conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty, his wonder-
ful cheerfulness and optimism during the continuous heavy shell-
ing, he greatly inspired his men and set them a splendid example.
For these services he was awarded the Military Cross and was
decorated by His Majesty in the following August. :

Lieut. Duncan had been recommended for promotion to
captain after Messines, and the promotion was gazetted on Ist
November, 1917.

On 4th April, 1918, he took part in the defence of Villers
Bretonneux, one of the greatest feats of the A.LF. For his ser-
vices in this battle Captain Duncan was awarded the D.S.O.
The official statement of the conduct which gained the decora-
tion is as follows:—

“For conspicuous gallantry, excellent leadership, and devotion
to duty, On Apnl 4|:l‘1, 1918, in the defence of Villers-Bretonneux,
Captain Duncan commanded the company on our left flank. Owing
to the troops on the left being pressed back, our flank was in serious
jeopardy. Captain Duncan led his company forward with great skill
and dash, and, engaged the enemy with a heavy and accurate fire,
causing him to withdraw. He followed the retirement up and took up
an excellent defensive position. Throughout the day his company
maintained a very effective fire, inflicting many casualties and greatly
hampering the enemy’s consolidation. In the afternoon attack, when
our right flank suffered, he rendered immediate help by giving cover-
ing fire and sending two platoons there, thus greatly relieving the situa-
tion. He later led his company in a counter attack in conjunction
with the cavalry and again drove the enemy back, inflicting heavy
casualties. FEarly in the morning of April 5th his company made an
advance of 600 yards and materially improved our position. He kept
Headquarters constantly supplied with the most useful information. This
officer displayed sound judgement and initiative, and by his gallant,
fearless, and cheerful bearing greatly enthused his men. The value
of his work cannot be overestimated.”

He was decorated by H.M. the King on 8th July, 1918.

Captain Duncan won high praise for his gallant and skilful
conduct south-west of Bouchavesnes on 31st August, 1918.
He commanded the left assaulting company against heavy
machine-gun fire.  Outflanking these guns, they killed 10 of
the enemy, rushed the position and captured two machine-guns
and || prisoners. Later on he led a charge and captured two
more machine-guns and 20 prisoners. He continued his ad-
vance against the enemy, capturing more prisoners, guns and
trench mortars, besides inflicting heavy casualties. As a result
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of his co-operation with the Londoners, held up at Marrieres
Wood, 100 of the enemy surrendered, and the English regiment
was able to advance. Captain Duncan’s company, reduced to
thirty, continued their advance to the Bapaume-Peronne Road
and rushed a position at the Old Quarry, capturing 60 prisoners,
five machine-guns, and four trench mortars; he returned under
heavy fire and took back 50 English troops to hold the important
position his little company had gained. “It was by his magnifi-
cent leadership and fighting-spirit that success against seemingly
overwhelming odds was attained.” For these services he was
awarded a bar to the Distinguished Service Order, and was
decorated by the King on 9th November, 1918.

For further conspicuously able conduct Captain Duncan
was mentioned in despatches by the Commander-in-Chief, Field-
Marshal Haig, on 18th November, 1918, and again on |6th
March, 1919.

In December, 1918, Captain Duncan left England for India,
and was appointed on probation for twelve months to the st
Battalion of Queen Victoria’'s Own Corps of Guides. In July,
1919, he was appointed Staff-captain of the 66th Infantry
Brigade of the Indian Army, and thereupon resigned from the
Bank’s service.

COMPANY SERGEANT-MAJOR TOM NORMAN DAINTY

London Scottish Regiment

TOM NORMAN DAINTY was born on 11th September, 1886,
and entered the service of the Bank at London on 1st March,
1906. He enlisted in the London Scottish Regiment and was
promoted to company sergeant-major.
No further particulars of Sergeant-Major Dainty’s career
have been obtainable, nor have we been able to procure his
photograph.
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SERGEANT NORMAN GUTHRIE CHALMERS DUNSFORD
10th North Otago Battalion, N.Z.E.F.

ORMAN GUTHRIE CHALMERS DUNSFORD was born
at Invercargill, New Zealand, on 23rd July, 18.91 , t_he son
of Mr. William George Dunsford and Mrs. Fannie Elizabeth
Dunsford. He was educated at the High School, Timaru, and
entered the Bank’s service at the Timaru Branch on 1st October,
1908. He was transferred to Oamaru in July, 1912, and left
there to enlist on 17th August, 1914. '
Norman Dunsford held a commission as second-heuten?.nt
in the 8th South Canterbury Regiment, in the uniform c_;f whu.:h
regiment he appears in the above photograp_h._ ; He reslgped in
order to go with the Main Body to Egypt, joining up with the
10th North Otago Battalion. While there he was pl:omoted to
sergeant and left with the first expedition to Gallipoli. On 3rd
May, 1915, he was killed in action at Quinn’s Post, Gallipoli.
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