SERGEANT BASIL WILLIAM NEWSON

2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry Brigade, A.LF.

ASIL WILLIAM NEWSON, the son of Mr. W. J. and Mrs.
Elizabeth Newson, was born on 11th May, 1883, at Mel
bourne, Victoria. He was educated at the Echuca Grammar
School, and entered the service of the Bank at Moama on [1th
May, 1899. In January, 1905, he was appointed to the position
of ledger-keeper and in August of the same year he was pro-
moted to accountant at that branch. In November, 1910, he
went to Rozelle, as teller; in January, 1911, to Wagga Wagga;
in June, 1913, to Grenfell; and in the following November to
Cootamundra.

Basil William Newson enlisted in the A.LF. on 17th August,
1914, and in April, 1915, was promoted to the rank of sergeant
in the 2nd Battalion, 1st Infantry Brigade. He landed on
Gallipoli on the morning of 25th April. He was wounded while
on the Peninsula and invalided to Australia.

In January, 1917, he re-embarked for England, where he did

duty and transport work between there and France.
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LANCE-SERGEANT WALLACE EDWIN NICHOLSON

55th Battalion, A.LF.

WALLACE EDWIN NICHOLSON was born on 24th May,
1895, at Bombala, New South Wales, the son of Mr. and
Mrs. John Nicholson. He received his education at the Bom-
bala Public School, and joined the Bank’s service at Leeton on
24th December, 1914.

Wallace Edwin Nicholson enlisted on 2nd August, 1915,
and subsequently embarked for Egypt, where he saw service from
November until June, 1916, when he was transferred to France.
He attained promotion to the rank of lance-sergeant in the 55th
Battalion on 22nd August, 1916, and continued to serve in
France until June, 1919.
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CAPTAIN ALFRED JAMES NOALL

23rd Battalion, A.LF.

ALFRED JAMES NOALL was born on 15th March, 1892, at
Brighton, Melbourne, Victoria, the son of Mr. A. ]J. Noall,
Chairman of the Melbourne Stock Exchange, and Mrs. M. C.
Noall. He was educated at the Brighton Grammar School, and
entered the Bank's service at Fitzroy on 5th June, 1910. He
was transferred to the Flinders Street West Branch in October,
1911, and to Geelong, as ledger-keeper, a year later.

Alfred James Noall enlisted in February, 1915, as a member
of the A.LF. He left Australia on 26th August of the same year,
arriving in Egypt on 27th September. He was sent to Gallipoli
in October and was on active service there until the evacuation,
after which he was on outpost duty in Sinai and Egypt until
March, 1916. From there he went to France where he served
with his battalion until wounded on 9th October, 1917, and sent
to hospital. He returned to Australia on 22nd May, 1918, and
received his discharge as he was found unfit for further military
service.

Alfred James Noall received the following promotions:—
Second-lieutenant, May, 1915; lieutenant, March, 1916; and
captain, February, 1917.
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CORPORAL ROBERT HENRY NOBLE

36th Battalion, 9th Brigade, A.LF.

ROBERT HENRY NOBLE was born on st October, 1892, at
Newtown, Sydney, New South Wales, the son of Mr,
Thomas Noble and Mrs. Alice Noble. He received his educa-
tion at the Superior Public School, Newtown, and on 26th
August, 1910, entered the Bank's service at Head Office.

Robert Henry Noble enlisted in the A.LF. as a private on |st
May, 1916, and from |1th August attended the Officers’ School
at Moore Park, proceeding to Duntroon Military College on the
28th. He acted as quartermaster-sergeant during the voyage to
England, and, after his arrival, passed for a commission at the
Tidworth School for Officers.

He went to France and joined up with the 36th Battalion.
He was in action at Passchendaele Ridge where, on the 12th
October, 1917, he was wounded, and, falling into a shell-hole,
was drowned. At the time of his death, Robert Noble held the

rank of corporal.

LIEUTENANT STAFFORD LEON SELBY LOWNDES
' NORTHCOTE

Royal Air Forces.

STAF FORD LEON SELBY LOWNDES NORTHCOTE, who

was born on 4th April, 1889, entered the service of the Bank
on 17th January, 1912, at London. He enlisted in the Royal
Air Forces. No further details have reached us and we have not
received his photograph.
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CORPORAL ALAN MORRIS NOTT
36th Battalion, 9th Brigade, A.LF.

LAN MORRIS NOTT, son of Mr. and Mrs. A. H. Nott, was
born on 5th April, 1886, at Bundaberg, Queensland. l‘!e
was educated at the Sydney High School, and entered the Bank's
service at Ashfield on 17th November, 1903. He was transferred
to Ryde on Ist June, 1905; to Temora on 5th November, 1906,
where he was appointed ledger-keeper on Ist January, 1908;'to
Goulburn, as ledger-keeper, on 2nd September, 1908, being
appointed teller there on 10th August, 1910; to Queanbeyan, as
teller, on 21st May, 1912; to the Southern Branch (Sydney) on
10th July, 1913; and to Gundagai, as accountant, on |2th
anuary, 1914,
. A{an Morris Nott enlisted as a private in the A.LLF. on 29th
January, 1916, and was subsequently promoted to the ra}nk _of
corporal. He embarked with Carmichael’s Thousand, which in-
cluded a number of men from Gundagai who thought very
highly of him for his bravery and good spirits. He served with
his battalion in France.
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LIEUTENANT GEORGE REGINALD PARK,
M.C. and Bar

2nd and 4th Batteries, N.Z.F.A,

GEORGE REGINALD PARK was born on 7th October, 1893,

at Blenheim, New Zealand, the younger son of Mr. Robert
George Park and Mrs. Mary Campbell Park. He was educated
at the Blenheim Borough School, Robin Hood Bay School, and
Christchurch Boys’ High School. He joined the staff of the
Bank at Christchurch on 13th August, 1912.

George Reginald Park enlisted in the New Zealand
Expeditionary Force in August, 1914, as a gunner. He won
promotion to bombardier, corporal, sergeant, second-lieutenant,
and lieutenant during his service. He left for Egypt with the
2nd Battery of the New Zealand Field Artillery, and was in action
on Gallipoli, being wounded at Suvla Bay in August, 1915. On
recovery, he returned to the Peninsula and served until the
evacuation.

Proceeding with the 10th Battery to France he received his
commission in July, 1916, and served through the battles of the
Somme with the 4th Battery. He was in action at Messines in
June, 1917, and for his bravery there was awarded the Military
Cross. The announcement of the decoration stated that * Lieut.
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G. R. Park, when under heavy shell fire with his battery, dis-
tinguished himself by attending to two of hi? wounded men, set-
ting a splendid example of courage and disregard of personal
safety. His conduct has on all occasions been marked by the
same fine qualities.”

Lieutenant Park was gassed and wounded at Passchendaele,
in October, 1917. He was caught in a heavy barrage while
taking his guns forward; many casualties were sustained by his
battery, and he was himself wounded in three plz-ices, but_ con-
tinued at his work until he got the guns to the required position;
he then collapsed. For his conduct on this occasion he was
awarded a Bar to the M.C. Returning to New Zealand in March,
1918, he went into the Featherston Camp with a view to return-
ing to France, but was discharged in January, 1919,

WARRANT TELEGRAPHIST ROBERT ARTHUR
PATERSON

Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve.

ROBERT ARTHUR PATERSON was born on 7th July, 1897,
and entered the service of the Bank at London on Ist
November, 1915. He enlisted as a warrant telegraphist, Royal
Naval Volunteer Reserve. No further particulars and no photo-
graph have been received.
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CORPORAL EDGAR WESLEY PAYNE

15th Army Service Corps, AlF.

DGAR WESLEY PAYNE was born at Mandurama, New

South Wales, on 2nd April, 1896, the son of Mr. John Payne
and Mrs. Wilhelmina Payne. He was educated at the Superior
Public School, Cowra, and entered the service of the Bank at
Lockhart on 19th September, 1913.

Edgar Payne enlisted on 27th February, 1915, and was
engaged in active service in the Suez Canal zone from June of
that year until June, 1916, when he was transferred to France
and Belgium. He was on the latter front from the end of June,
1916, until January, 1919, having in the meantime been promoted
to corporal in the 15th Army Service Corps, and transferred from
the 2nd Division to the 5th Divisional Train.
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SECOND-LIEUTENANT JOHN JOSEPH LANGLEY PEARCE

12th (Nelson) Company, 1st Canterbury Batt., N.Z.E.F.

OHN JOSEPH LANGLEY PEARCE was born on 22nd
February, 1893, at Waimate, South Canterbury, New Zea-
land, son of the late Mr. George Pearce and of Mrs. Mary Pearce,
of Timaru. He was educated at the Waimate District High
School, and joined the service of the Bank in September, 1911,
at Timaru. In September, 1912, he was transferred to West-
port, but in December, 1915, he returned to Timaru as teller.
John Joseph Pearce enlisted in the New Zealand Expedition-
ary Force on 18th October, 1916, and was allotted to the 12th
(Nelson) Company, Ist Canterbury Battalion. He went to
France and was promoted to second-lieutenant on 5th June,
1917. He was in action until 25th August, 1918, when he was
wounded at Bapaume, and died on the same day.
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SERGEANT WILLIAM ARTHUR PEED

7th Light Horse Regiment. A.LF.

WILLIAM ARTHUR PEED was born at Norwood, Surrey,

England, on 7th May, 1889, the son of Mr. Edward Light-
wood Peed and Mrs. Susannah Peed, who removed to New Zea-
land while their son was a boy. He was educated at the High
School, Palmerston North, New Zealand. Entering the service
of the Bank in March, 1908, at Palmerston North, he was trans-
ferred in October, 1910, to Carterton, as ledger-keeper; in
January, 1912, to Christchurch; in the following September to
Wellington (N.Z.) ; in October to Fielding; and in December to
Kawa Kawa as assistant. In October, 1913, he was sent to
Singleton, New South Wales, as ledger-keeper, and in July, 1914,
to Uralla.

William Peed enlisted on 11th January, 1915, becoming
trooper No. 954 in the 7th Light Horse Regiment. He served
with that Regiment until March, 1918, in Egypt and Palestine,
being promoted in January, 1916, to corporal, and in March,
1917, to sergeant. He was wounded in action during the Battle
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of Ammon, in Syria, on 28th March, and died shortly afterwards,
being buried on Good Friday a little way from Ammon in the
mountains of Moab on the east side of the River Jordan.

Lieutenant Rupert Chapman, when writing to William
Peed’s father shortly afterwards, said.—"'He had been a member
of my troop for the last two years and we have fought side by
side in many a hot corner. For the past couple of months he was
my troop sergeant, and there was never any need to bother while
he was about. The troop never had a fairer man in duty or a
braver man on the field. . . . He died doing his duty as only a
brave man can. It happened at the Battle of Ammon, in Syria,
on 28th March. We were outnumbered by at least eight to one,
and were hard put to it to hold our own. On the 28th we were
advancing on a flank movement. My troop endeavoured to cover
our retirement and were shot down; only a corporal and myself
were left. How we got through I cannot say. Poor Billie was
shot just over the hip. Poor boy, I think it was the saddest
moment of my life when informed next morning he had died that
night on the way to the ambulance.”
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SERGEANT REGINALD TREVOR PERKINS, M.M.

1st Australian Field Ambulance, A.LF.

REGINALD TREVOR PERKINS, born on 22nd November,
1894, at Richmond, Tasmania, is the son of Mr. Thomas
Hedley Perkins, and Mrs. Emily Perkins. He was educated at
the New England Grammar School, Glen Innes, New South
Wales, and joined the Bank's service at the Head Office in
January, 1913.

Reginald Trevor Perkins enlisted on 22nd August, 1914,
and served for four and a half years as stretcher-bearer in the Ist
Australian Field Ambulance. He was in action in Egypt from
December, 1914, to the end of March, 1915, and was a member
of the force that landed on Gallipoli on 25th April, 1915. He
remained on the Peninsula until 10th September, when he re-
moved to Lemnos, and was there until the end of the year. In
the early part of 1916 he was engaged in the Suez Canal zone, and
landed in France on 28th March, where he remained until 25th
September, 1918.

He was promoted to lance-corporal in February, 1916; to
corporal on 5th August; and to sergeant on 10th March, 1917.
In December, 1917, he was awarded the Military Medal for
bravery in the field, the notice of the award appearing in the
Commonwealth “Gazette”’ of 2nd May, 1918.
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LIEUTENANT ROBERT HACKNEY PICKERING

Honorable Artillery Company and Royal Field Artillery, B.EF.

OBERT HACKNEY PICKERING was born at Bedfont,
England, on 13th March, 1892, the son of Mr. and Mrs. R.
Pickering, of St. Aubins, Bedfont. He was educated at Clark's
College and Hounslow Polytechnic. He entered the Bank’s ser-
vice at London on 13th July, 1913. At this time he was a noted
football player and a good musician, being solo alto at St.
Stephen’s, Ealing.

Robert Hackney Pickering enlisted in the Honorable
Artillery Company in August, 1914. He went to the
front on 26th December, 1914, and took part, as a machine-
gunner, in all the fights in which his corps participated until
September, 1915, when he was wounded by shrapnel. After
undergoing several operations and spending some months in
hospital, he was given a commission in the Royal Field Artillery
and was employed in instructing young officers in gunnery, in
which he was an expert.

On 26th December, 1916, two years after he first went out,
Lieutenant Robert Hackney Pickering was sent to France again.
He went through all the Somme battles of the following year
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without mishap. In August he had a fortnight's leave and
during that time married Phyllis, the elder daughter of Mr.
Edward Ashby, of Marmondsworth. ~ After his return to the
front he was continuously in action until 30th November, 1917,
when he was killed in the Battle of Cambrai.

Lieutenant-Colonel Lewis, of his Brigade, wrote after-
wards:—"' personally can at present hardly realize that I have
lost one of the best and most gallant officers I have ever had under
my command. He died doing his duty and serving his country
till the last moment. I had selected him and his section for
special work in what | knew was a dangerous position, because
I had such great confidence in his pluck and ability. 1 was right
in my judgment of him, but at how cruel a cost. . . . His last
moments were given to trying to save the guns he had served so
well.”

In a newspaper account of his death it was stated that
“Lieutenant Pickering was beloved by all who knew him, especi-
ally by his men, who would do anything for him. His thoughts
were always for their comfort and happiness. Before the Battle
of Cambrai he had made all arrangements for their Christmas
festivities, even to purchasing a supply of carols.”
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LIEUTENANT JOHN WILLIAM PIDCOCK, M.C.

Army Medical Corps and 42nd Battery, Field Artillery, A.LF.

OHN WILLIAM PIDCOCK was born on 24th June, 1893, at
Tatham, near Casino, New South Wales, the son of Mr. John
William and Mrs. Katie Teresa Pidcock. He was educated at
the Convent and Grammar School, Casino. At the age of
fifteen (December, 1908) he entered the service of the Bank at
Casino, he was removed to Bathurst in the same month, and then
to Newcastle, New South Wales, where he remained for about
four years.  While at Newcastle he passed the Intermediate
Examination of the Federal Institute of Accountants. In
December, 1913, he was removed to the Head Office of the Bank
and employed on the Inspector’s staff, until May, 1914, when
he was appointed ledger-keeper at the Surry Hills Branch, Sydney.
John William Pidcock enlisted in the A.LF. on Ist
September, 1914, as a member of the Army Medical Corps. He
left Australia with the first contingent for Egypt, and took part
in the Gallipoli campaign for about seven months, when he was
invalided to England. After a brief stay in the hospital there
he recovered and was sent back to Egypt, where in order to be
with his brother, he obtained a transfer to the Artillery.
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