THE 7th LIGHT HORSE, 1914-1919.

PART II.

SINAL



CHAPTER 1.
MOUNTED WORK.

HE New Year, 1916, found the Regiment again back at Maadi, re-fitting and
training, so that the exhaustion due to the Gallipoli Campaign might, as
soon as possible, be overcome. There were, fortunately, plenty of reinforce-
ments of a very good type available, and with these the strength of the

Regiment was practically double that of the establishment. Physical exercises, mounted
and dismounted drill, route marches to Helouan and back, and the ordinary regimental
duties made up the routine for the month. On the 11th, 26 other ranks, who for
various reasons had been left at Mudros, rejoined. Major Onslow, who had been
promoted Lieut.-Colonel, was in command, as Lieut.-Colonel Arnott had not yet returned,
and Captain Willsallen was Adjutant.

During February the training and equipping were intensified, and it was felt that
the Brigade would not long be left outside the sphere of active operations. Outpost
schemes were practised, special attention was paid to the manceuvring of led horses,

and another route march was held. One remembers these route marches to Helouan
as great events.

On February 25th, “A” and “B” Squadrons and the Machine-Gun Section were
entrained, and left for Serapeum just north of the Bitter Lakes. “C" Squadron
followed on the 26th. Officers and men, surplus to the establishment, and various
details, were left under Lieutenant Maddrell at Maadi; these, later on, were moved to
Tel El Kebir. Later still, they were shifted to Moascar to the “A” and “N.Z.T.C."” and
“D” Camp, formed there under Colonel Arnott, our former C.O. As soon as camp at

Serapeum was made, the training was continued as at Maadi, more regimental work
being carried out.

On April 4th a move to Salhia, on the edge of the Delta country, west of the
Suez Canal, was commenced. This was our first long trek, and the first stage of the
journey was to Ismailia, where bivouac was made for the night. Next day Salhia was
reached and camp was pitched on the sandy desert, just outside the Palm Belt. The
whole Mounted Division was now concentrated at Salhia, and training was continued,

Brigade schemes often taking the places of the regimental and squadron operations
hitherto carried out.

Salhia is a small native village, among palm groves and fertile fields, on the very
edge of the desert of Sinai. It is the terminus of a branch line of the Egyptian State
Rallways.. and is important as a base for any operations eastwards of the Suez Canal,
from which it 1s separated by twenty-five miles of moderately firm desert sand.
Napoleon used it as his base for the attack on Syria, and followed practically the same
track across Sinai that we did 120 years later.

Twenty miles to the north of Salhia is San El Hagar, the ancient Tanis of the
later Pharoahs, and possibly the Rameses of the Old Testament, one of the Cities of
Bondage from which the Israelities took their departure. The fertile Delta country
provides good supplies of forage for horses, and also camels, which now became essential
for our transport. The limber and G.S. waggons had to be left out of any movement
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across the desert, and were eventually parked at Kantara, on the Canal, until the
desert had been crossed.

The Anzac Mounted Division had now been formed. It consisted of the Ist, 2nd
and 3rd Light Horse Brigades and the New Zealand Mounted Rifle Brigade, with the
Royal Horse Artillery Brigade of the Inverness, Ayrshire and Somerset Batteries. Its
composition was changed considerably later on; Major-General H. G. Chauvel was
placed in command. On April 22nd, news of the Turkish advance against the
Yeomanry at Quatia and Oghrantina having been received, the whole Division was
ordered to move to Kantara with all speed. On the 23rd, the eventful marc_h of the
2nd LH. Brigade to Kantara, Dueidar and Romani was commenced. This march
was a forced one, as it was considered probable that the enemy might follow up his
blow, or failing that, that an opportunity might occurto strike him one in return.
A difficult canal was passed just before reaching Kantara, with a few minor accidents.
The narrow pontoon bridge over the Suez Canal was crossed, and after the long desert
march a halt of two hours was made, the advance being then continued to Hill 70,
eight miles from the Canal, which was reached at about 3 a.m. on the 24th. A rest
of a few hours was allowed, and the column again moved on, reaching the railhead, since
known as Anzac Siding, before night, and bivouacking there. All ranks were greatly
tired, as were the horses, owing to the march across the heavy sand, but the stream
of fugitives from the Yeomanry disaster at Quatia showed that the position was serious,
and raised every man to his highest effort.

Early next morning the march to Romani was resumed, and the late Yeomanry
camp, a scene of great confusion, was entered at 10 am. A strong_outpost line was -
carefully placed that night, and strengthened later on by the erection of sangars and the
digging of trenches. The water difficulty was rather acute, as there was barely enough
for the animals of the Brigade; but new wells were sunk and soon yielded a sufficient
supply. All desert water is, to an extent, saline. Fresh water for the men, later on,
was brought on camels from Anzac Siding. On the 26th, a patrol under Lieutenant
Snow was sent to Quatia, six miles east of Romani, to reconnoitre. Upon the battlefield
they collected five wounded Yeomen and buried a number of_dead. On }he 27th, a
strong patrol of the 6th L.H. Regiment was sent to Oghratina, four miles east of
Quatia, where 32 men killed in the fight there were buried; some wounded were
brought in.

From this time forward turn was taken with the 6th Regiment, which, with ourselves,
formed the garrison of Romani, to send out patrols to Hill 110, Quatia, Hamisah,
Errabah, Mahamadiya, and, occasionally, to Hod El Enna, towards Dueidar. The patrol
to Quatia was usually of a squadron in strength, and one troop was then sent to the
south to Hamisah. The 5th L.H. Regiment was stationed at Dueidar to watch the
southern flank. The days were hot, but the water at Quatia and Hamisah was of a
fair quality, and there was plenty of shade under the palm trees. At Hill 110 and
Mahamadiya, a patrol meant a day in the sun without water, though the sea bathing
at Mahamadiya compensated a good deal. No signs of the enemy were seen by these
patrols, though a few Bedouins, who were perhaps spies on our movements, were brought
in. As the days passed, efforts were made to strengthen the position at Romani and
improve the camp site. On the 28th, Captain Richardson, who had been evacuated
wounded from Anzac to England, rejoined and was placed in command of “B” Squadron.

The days passed uneventfully, though the strain of patrols, outposts and heat
without abundance of water, was severe, but more strenuous days were ahead. The
regimental roll of officers and the posting to squadrons at this time were as under.—

Headquarters.—C.O., Lieut.-Colonel G. M. Macarthur Onslow; 2nd in command,
Major E. Windeyer; Adjutant, Captain T. L. Willsallen; Quartermaster,
Captain Roberts; Machine Gun Officer, Lieutenant E. L. Zouch; RM.O.,
Captain O'Hara; Chaplain, Lieutenant-Colonel Maitland Woods.
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“A"” Squadron.—Major L. Bice, Captain T. H. Bird, Lieutenants L. L. Williams,
L. W. Davies (reinforcement), K. Suttor and A. Broadley.

“B” Squadron.—Captain J. D. Richardsen, Captain C. C. Easterbrook, Lieutenants
H. . Wikner (reinforcement), H. O. C. Maddrell, P. V. Ryan (reinforce-
ment), and D. R. Waddell (reinforcement).

“C” Squadron.—Major H. Suttor, Captain N. D. Barton, Lieutenants J. Dalton
(reinforcement), G. Snow, T. Humphries and H. I. Johnson. Warrant-

Officer Keene was R.S.M., and C. E. Holland R.Q.M.S.

Sergeants-Majors Newton, Spencer and Mitton were the S.S.M. of “A,” “B” and
“C” Squadrons respectively. Lieutenant Chapman was R.T.O. at Salhia, and when
the railhead reached Romani he was transferred to that place. Later on he rejoined
and was succeeded by Lieutenant Finlay, a reinforcement officer, who had been a
N.C.O. in the 2nd Australian Field Artillery Brigade at Cape Helles, where he had
received the D.C.M. for an act of extreme gallantry,

CHAPTER II.

THE DESERT OF SINAL

frontier station of Rafa, where the soil is scantily grassed and firmer. A
great deal of the sand is not as heavy to travel through, as might be supposed,

though in drifts a horse would sink to the shoulder. It is of a whitish-yellow colour and
very clean; stunted shrubs and rough herbage grow fairly plentifully from the coast
to about fifteen miles inland, when the country takes on a more desolate and forbidding
aspect, the sand dunes also increasing in size. The coastal area is undulating for the
most part, with occasional giant sandhills, like our old friend Katib Gannit at Romani,
standing up as land marks for many miles. The north-eastern sides of many of these
are often almost precipitous, and frequently in the depression at the base, one finds
a pleasant grove of date palms with a Bedouin well and palm branch huts. These oases
are known as hods; they extend almost in a straight line, at irregular intervals, between
Kantara and El Arish, but are not found any distance inland, except in isolated cases.
These are most numerous in the vicinity of Quatia or Katia, which is a large héd running
roughly from north to south for two miles with an average depth of a quarter of a mile.
It is here that perhaps the best water in Sinai is found, with the exception of that
obtainable on the beach at El Arish; one well of great antiquity was a God-send to man
and beast in those days of thirst and heat.

T HE desert of Sinai extends to the eastward from Kantara almost to the Egyptian

At Romani plenty of water is to be found, but of inferior quality, and only suitable
for watering horses. Along the greater length of the Sinai seaboard runs the Sabket
Bardawil, a great shallow salt lake, for the most part dry in summer with many
treacherous salt pans. Winding in and out among the oases is the old Darb es Sultan
or King’s Highroad, which for thousands of years has carried the armies of Asia and
Africa to conflict against each other. It was along this way that the Egyptian
Thotmes III., the greatest soldier of ancient days, led his armies in many campaigns to
victory as far as the Euphrates, though it is true also that many of his attacks were’
made by sea through Pheenicia; he was possibly the first to realise the importance of
sea power. In turn, Assyrian and Persian marched along the King’s Highroad, against
Egypt; Napoleon followed it, and in the earlier years of last century, Ibrahim Pasha,
whose statue stands in Opera Square, Cairo, led his Egyptians again upon it to drive
the Turk from beyond Aleppo. The Israelites in the Exodus from Egypt formed the
one great exception to the general use of this highway by great hosts; in their migration
the tracks through the rough mountain country of Southern Sinai, and the great
depressions south of the Dead Sea were used. They then turned east, skirted Edom
and when north-east of the Dead Sea turned west again, and passing through Moab,
crossed the Jordan not far from Jericho. :

The Turk had used Katia or Quatia as a base for his first attack upon the Canal
in 1915, and it was of the utmost importance that this water area should be denied to
him for future operations. To this end a brigade of Yeomanry had been stationed from
Romani to Oghratina, being dispersed in squadrons or regiments over a considerable
distance. A criticism of their dispositions, which led to defeat in detail is here
unnecessary, but there is no doubt they were surprised at dawn on April 23rd, during
a heavy fog, and the two posts at Oghratina and Katia were wiped out.

Romani, where Brigade Headquarters were, was not attacked, and an attack upon
the post at Dueidar, ten miles south-west of Romani, garrisoned by infantry of the
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52nd (Lowland) Division, was beaten off with loss. As the Yeomanry Brigade (5th
Mounted) had been practically cut in two by this disaster, and their flank and rear
had been menaced by the attack on Dueidar, a withdrawal was made by the Brigade
to the Canal. The Anzac Mounted Division was now hurried forward from Salhia
to restore the situation, but the enemy had gone as quickly as he had come, and only a
few footsore prisoners were taken by the 5th L.H., the leading regiment.

The most forward Turkish posts were now at Bir El Abd and Salmana, twenty-five
to thirty miles east of Romani, with stronger garrisons at Bir El Mazar and El Arish.
Bir El Bayoud, eight miles to the south of Bir El Abd, among heavy sand dune
country, was also held by the enemy as a flank outpost. His forward troops were
practically all camel corps men, and in this recent raid, it is believed, his extreme
mobility was due to the camels each carrying two men.

CHAPTER III.

PATROLS AND RECONNAISSANCES.

being to discover any enemy movement, or concentration there. Quatia was

the point of assembly for the Brigade, and at 8 p.m., in column of route,

a move was made from there, “A” Squadron providing the advance guard.
It was a dark night, and the march had to be made on compass bearings, aided by
occasfonal telegraph poles.

ON May 7th the first long reconnaissance was made, to Bir El Abd, the object

Oghratina was reached at 11 p.m., and a halt was made till daybreak, as the
country beyond was unknown. The Brigade was concentrated, and outposts were put
out. At dawn the advance was resumed, “B" Squadron being now in the lead with
wide flank guards, and moving in line with a similar advance guard of the 6th Regiment.
Bir El Abd, reached at 7.30 a.m. on May 8th, was unoccupied, though it was clear
that enemy troops had recently been there. At 11.30 a.m. the retirement commenced,
the advance guard being now the rear guard.

Aftr a hot and thirsty march, with short halts at Oghratina and Quatia, Romani
was reached again at 6 p.m. After a hurried meal outposts had to be found as usual.
On the 10th a squadron was sent to Mahamadiya (whose ancient ruins of Roman or
Creek occupation can still be seen) to assist in digging a canal from the sea to portion
of the Sabkket Bardawil, so that the latter might be flooded, and the defences of
Romani made less approachable from this flank. The project, however, was not
successful owing to the high level of the Sabket. On the 11th, the troops at Romani
were reinforced by the arrival of the N.ZM.R. Brigade at Bir Et Maler oasis adjoining
Romani. On the night of the 15th, the 6th Regiment, with some troops of the N.Z.M.R.
Brigade, commenced a reconnaissance to Hod El Bayoud. The next two days were
probably the hottest that most men in the Brigade had ever experienced. At railhead
one day the -thermometer in the Engineers’ tent registered 125 degrees, and there were
over 30 cases of sun-stroke in the 6th Regiment, returning from Bayoud.

The Brigade, less the 5th Regiment, on the 22nd moved out on another recon-
naissance to Bir El Abd and Gedieda, where buried arms were reported. Bir El Abd
was reached about daybreak next morning, and an enemy camel patrol was surprised
and one prisoner taken. “B" Squadron was sent to Gedeida and made an unsuccessful
search for buried arms or ammunition. Shots were exchanged with Turkish camelmen
towards Salmana, which was reported by our prisoner to be occupied by 200 enemy
and some guns. The long hot retirement was commenced at 9.30 a.m. on the 23rd;
Romani was reached at 5 p.m.

The 1st Light Horse Brigade had now arrived from the Egyptian western frontier.
It took over the patrolling, and enabled us to go back for a badly-needed rest. On the
26th the 6th Regiment moved to Hill 70, and next day we followed them. The period
was supposed to be one of rest, though we were to be in readiness to support Dueidar
(where the 5th Regiment was) if called upon. A good deal of work was also required,
including the building of shelter stables, which were almost completed during the stay.

On June 25th, the march back to Romani was commenced, the Brigade now being
under the command of Colonel Royston, an old South African veteran, in the absence
of Brigadier-General Ryrie on leave to England. Camp was made at Bir Et Maler,
about a mile in rear of our old camp at Romani, which was now occupied by the Ist
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Light Horse Brigade. The Wellington Mounted Rifles were also brigaded with u

whilst the 5th Regiment, still at Dueidar, came under the command o% cllhfe1 NZd;\dfz.
Brigade, which had returned to Hill 70. This arrangement continued until after the
battle of Bir El Abd. Outposts were found to the south and south-west of our camp,
but these were now more in the nature of standing patrols, as redoubts for main
defence were being dug and manned by troops of the 52nd (Lowland) Division, which
had been recently pushed forward to Romani. The railway line had made progress
and railhead with numerous sidings was formed at Romani. A branch line to Mahama-
diyia had also been completed. .

The camp at Et Maler gave a fair amount of shade, and a certain number of tents
were available. The jlealth of the men was fairly good, but all ranks suffered from
what was kno!.vn as “Barcoo”; this took the form of nausea and vomiting, possibly
caused by fly-infected food; sand colic, from which we were to lose so many herses
later, also began to make its appearance.

On the 29th, another long reconnaissance to Bir El Abd, similar in all respects
to forr?er ones, was made. Owing to the advance of summer, the heat, thirst and
hardship generally increased with each one of these. Patrols to Oghratina, Quatia
H_amlsah ar_ld Hill ]IO.were taken in turn with other regiments of the Brigade. The:
-n}g_ht standing patrols in the vicinity of the camp area received much personal super-
vision from the Brigadier, as it was felt, as indeed really happened, that the enemy
might make an attempt to force the back door of the Romani defences.

On July 5th General Chauvel inspected the camp area.

~_On the 8th another of the Bir EI Abd-Salmana reconnaissances were undertaken;
it differed somewhat from the others in the actual scheme and its carrying out. It was
knowq that there was a certain number of the enemy at Salmana, and the 6th Regiment
was directed to move fl:om Oghratina in a wide circling movement to the south on that
place and the 7th Regiment to act similiarly, from the north. Romani was left early
in the morning, apd ‘Oghratina was made by 10 a.m., where the Brigade camped for
the day. The encircling movement commenced after dark from Afein, about four miles
fu_rther. east,_but unfortunately, the track to be taken by the 7th Regiment was beset
with dl_ﬂicultles- The steep sand dunes run roughly north-east and south-west, and a
succession of these had to be crossed or skirted, and in places the horses climbed almost
perpendicular hills of sand, which would never have been attempted in daylight. This
caused great delay and a very long and straggling column; somehow “C” Squadron
and the Machine Gun Section, whose pack horses found the track especially difficult
became detached, and did not join up again until next morning. After the sanci
dunes had been passed, a belt of bad salt-pan country on the edge of the Sabkhet
Bardawil was entered, and many of these pans had to be skirted owing to their boggy
nature. Finally, when daylight broke, the Regiment was a mile short of Salmana
which the 6th Regiment, whose going had been good, had attacked, capturing a
Twk and some camels. “C" Squadron was hurried forward, and exchanged shots
with a Turkish rear guard, but the encircling movement had failed. An amusing
incident of this reconnaissance was the effort made by Colonel Royston to round up
with his A.D.C., a flock of Bedouin goats; they proved too difficult to drive howe\rer‘
and had to be abandoned. ' ' :

) Retirement commf:nced at 6 a.m. on the 9th, and after luriching and resting
until 3 p.m. at Oghratina, where water was very scarce, Romani was reached at 5.30
p.m., all ranks and horses being wearied.

) The Brigade left camp on July 19th under orders to make a reconnaissance of
Bir El Abd, and then to return with a line extended from the Caravan route to the
sea. J.ust after the: Brigade left, an aeroplane dropped a message to the effect that
Oghratina and Sagia were occupied by about 8,000 enemy with transport and guns.
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The Brigade then moved forward and occupied Katia, “B” Squadron being on outpost.
A patrol was also sent to Hamisah. Colonel Royston laid out this outpost line almost
at the gallop. The 6th Regiment, and the W.MR. got in touch with the enemy next
morning at Oghratina, and later in the day a combined demonstration with guns, was
made against him. It was discovered that he had already dug himself in, and seemed
to be in considerable force. The outpost line outside Qatia was held until 2 am. on
the 22nd, when a withdrawal to within 13 miles north of Katib Gannit, the great sand
dune observation post of Romani, was made to obtain rations. After bivouacking
there for an hour, a return was made to the camp at Et Maler. The 1st Light Horse
Brigade now took over the day outpost line, east of Qatia, and after a day's rest, we
(i.e., the 2nd Brigade) moved out of camp, at 1 a.m. on the 24th, again to take over
this line. Patrols were sent to get in touch with the enemy at Oghratina, Hill 245,
Hamisah and Sagia, and although the enemy was found in strength and subjected
our forward troops to heavy machine-gun and rifle fire he did not move out of his
entrenched positions. A return was made to camp at Et Maler at 6 p.m.: the eastern
entrance into the Romani fortified lines had now to be taken, both in going out and in
returning, as the northern one was almost completely blocked with wire, and there
was a great possibility of moving troops, especially at night, being fired upon by
infantry garrisons of the redoubts guarding the entrance. This caused a considerable
detour, and some difficulty was always experienced in picking up the entrance, as it
was situated at the foot of one of three almost similar large sandhills, and could be

easily missed in the darkness.

After another day’s rest, the outpost line beyond Quatia was again taken up by
daylight on the 26tl, the 7th Regiment being in Brigade Reserve on this day. In the
afternoon, however, upon receipt of orders from Division to define the enemy's positions
between Oghratina and Sagia, “B” Squadron, under Major Richardson, was sent
forward to get as close up to the enemy’s line as possible. The Squadron moved off
in four successive lines, widely extended, and steadily advanced practically to the
south-western slope of the hill of Oghratina, with flanking patrols to the east towards
Sagia. The enemy was silent until there was danger of his positions being galloped,
and then the nerves of some of his men gave way; they opened fire, and soon the
machine guns and rifles were spluttering from along the whole Turkish line. Some
Turks concealed in a hod actually snatched at the bridles of our screen. Upon the
retire whistle being blown, the Squadron wheeled files about, and concentrating into
troops at the gallop, dismounted and took up a position about 400 yards further back.
The men were excellently handled by their troop leaders. The Turkish fire was severe,
and this position also had soon to be evacuated; another, 500 yards in rear, was taken
up, two badly wounded men being gallantly brought into safety by Troopers Manley,
Byrne and Harrington. This position was held until the wounded could be got away;
one man had to be carried in a blanket for about a mile, over the heavy sand. The
object of the reconnaissance had been achieved and the Turkish line located. The
Squadron was congratulated, on behalf of the Brigadier, by the C.O. on the excellent
way in which the work had been carried out. Two men were killed and two wounded

in this small operation.

On the 28th, again moving out early in the morning, the patrols were pushed
through Quatia, and discovered that the enemy had moved forward about a mile,
and was digging in. We “drew fire,” “A” Squadron being on the left and “B” on
the right, with orders to feel the enemy’s position towards Hill 245. “A” Squadron
was quickly held up, but “B” was able to advance some distance before being checked;
the screen. under Lieut. Maddrell, being well handled. The Turks then attempted to
outflank this squadron, and a pleasant morning was spent in out-manceuvring them.
The enemy would advance on foot over the heavy sand, against our fire, sending bodies
of men down flanking gullies in the hope that they would not be noticed. These were
allowed to advance fairly close up, and then our horses would be quickly mounted,
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and the squadron would retire by troops by a covered way already selected, to another
position a few hundred yards in rear. The Turk, however, quickly became tired of this
game, which must have been most exhausting for his men. The excellent morale of
our troops was evinced by the calm manner in which the men boiled their billies and
had breakfast, whilst the enemy was advancing against the position. Our guns did
good work on this day shelling the enemy’s lines. Major Richardson was slightly
wounded, this being the third occasion.

When we moved out on the 30th, it was found that the enemy had again advanced
about a mile. The line was inspected by Major-Generals Lawrence and Chauvel. On
the 31st whilst we were resting, the camp area at Romani was bombed by enemy
planes; but largely owing to the heavy sand, no damage was done. The duties
of day outposts in great heat, with very little water, and the lack of sleep were
telling severely on all ranks. In addition to other duties, officers’ patrols were now
left out at night time, a most exhausting and nerve-racking exverience. Sandflies
and mosquitoes were numerous and the horses could not be kept quiet. It was found
on August 3rd., that the enemy had occupied Quatia and Errabah during the night.
Our gums heavily shelled these places, and an attempt at galloping some positions
was contemplated, but news was received of other large forces of the enemy moving
up from the south-east. A withdrawal was commenced at 7.10 p.m.; the 1st Light
Horse Brigade found the night standing patrols in the vicinity of Mount Meredith,
and to the west and south of the Romani lines. Our officers’ patrols were left out near
Hamisah as usual, but were compelled to withdraw early in the night owing to the
enemy advance; heavy firing at mid-night indicated that the Ist. Brigade Posts had
been attacked near Mount Meredith,
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CHAPTER IV.

ROMANI, KATIA AND BIR EL ABD.

3.30 a.m. the Brigade moved out to Wellington Ridge, half a mile to the
S.W. of our camp, to support the 1st Brigade, whose posts were being slowly
driven in, whilst making a most gallant fight in the darkness.

ﬁ T 1 am. on August 4th., orders were received to be ready to move, and at

Under shelter of Wellington Ridge, the 7th. Regiment dismounted and moved
forward under severe fire to support the 3rd. Regiment, heavily engaged with the enemy
on a long low spur, running north-east from Mount Meredith. This advance took place
over nearly a mile of heavy sand and many men were greatly exhausted before the
ridge was reached. Here it was found that the enemy was in strength. The machine
gun and rifle fire were severe, and enemy mountain baiteries sprayed the whole line
with shrapnel; an effort was being made to encircle both our flanks.

The 3rd. Regiment now commenced to retire, having their horses with them;
as the position was clearly untenable, Lieut.-Colonel Onslow also gave the order for
the 7th. Regiment to fall back on Wellington Ridge and the horses. There had already
been over twenty casualties, including Major Windeyer and Lieutenant Ryan, both
severely wounded. During the long retirement to Wellington Ridge, the Regiment
came under heavy shell, machine gun and rifle fire, and only the very exhausted
state of the enemy, owing to his long advance over the sand, prevented him from
profiting more by this withdrawal. He was, undoubtedly, slow in following up his
advantage.

Many gallant acts were performed in getting our wounded away, the behaviour of
Corporal Harrington being especially notable.

At Wellington Ridge, orders were received to take up a position on a low sand dune,
about half a mile due west of our camp at Et Maler, and to cover it. The 6th. Regiment
had been sent well out on to the right flank, and the Wellington Regiment was in
reserve behind our position. This was an excellent omne, as, later, when troops of the
Ist Light Horse Brigade moved to some high ridges on the north, it could not
well be enfiladed, and had to be approached across a long flat. Here the men
scooped rough cover in the sand, and our machine guns and two Lewis guns,
only that morning obtained, were set up, and any enemy movement brought forth
a burst of fire. Turkish snipers pushed forward among the bushes on the flat in front
of us, but, excepting some intermittent fire from the direction of Wellington Ridge,
there was little movement for some time. The enemy bombardment of the redoubts to
the west and north of Katib Gannit was now intense, the 5.9. shells making an appalling
explosion with clouds of sand and smoke everywhere; but the damage done was not
great. Enemy planes hovered overhead, bombing any targets that presented themselves;
among others our led horses; but without great results. Our field guns commenced to
open at 8 a.m., and did some good shelling of enemy troops that were moving at some
distance, on our front.

The day became intensely hot, and difficulty was experienced in keeping up the
water supply to the men. After dark, hot tea was sent up by the quartermaster under
difficult conditions, as the camp area and the kitchens were riddled with bullets, and
it was close to these, that Corporal Curran, who had gained a decoration at Gallipoli,
was killed after most gallantly bringing to safety a number of wounded men. By mid-








